
FaREWELL to LONG-TIME Staff MEMBER
In 2015, Karen Skarpness spoke at a Thanksgiving Eve service and 
shared this Bible verse from Colossians: “So then, just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness.”

Karen lives this Bible verse––always staying rooted in Christ, being 
strengthened in faith throughout her life, and showing thankfulness in 
good times and hard times. 

Karen has worked at Good Shepherd for 25 years, first as the secretary 
and receptionist for 22 years and then as the Data Systems and Finance 
Manager for the last three years. In the last three years, she helped the 
transition into online giving, built a new church database, 
and guided the refinance process for the congregation’s 
mortgage. 

She will conclude her time at Good Shepherd this summer, 
and we as a staff and congregation are grateful for her 
years of dedication to the mission of Good Shepherd. Her 
position has been eliminated due to a post-COVID staff 
audit led by me and the Executive Team of the Council. 
The conclusion was that the financial operations of Good 
Shepherd have not changed sufficiently to keep a full-
time staff member in this role.

Going forward, Good Shepherd will utilize a local company 
that does church accounting. Good Shepherd will then hire a part-time Finance Administrator to 
interact with the staff, the accounting firm, and the congregation. 

This was not Karen’s choice, but she has been 
graciously working to ensure a smooth transition for 
this next chapter of ministry at Good Shepherd. 

Staffing changes are always hard, especially with 
a tight-knit church staff. We know that God will be 
with Karen in her next chapter, and we pray for God’s 
guidance as we welcome a new staff member to 
steward the congregation’s financial operations.  

God’s Peace,

Rev. Mary Suomala Folkerds, Lead Pastor
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Many of you know and love 
Karen. We invite you to show your 
appreciation through a “shower of 
cards.” We will be gathering these 

cards at Good Shepherd throughout 
June and will pass them on to Karen 

to show our appreciation. 

Karen in the original Good Shepherd Office

Karen Skarpness
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Summer with Good Shepherd
More events & programs at gsMoorhead.org

June 15, July 20 & August 17
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gsPRAYER MINISTRY
Prayer Ministry is a group of Good Shepherd 
members praying for our congregation. If there 
is anything we can pray for on your behalf or if 
you would like to join the Prayer Ministry Team, 
email Stephanie@ktgs.org or call 218.233.4980. 
All prayers are confidential to the ministry.

CONGRATULATIONS 2023 GRADUATES

Jack Arnold
Mari Benedict
Zaine Braaten

Abe Carlson
Aiden Carlson

Olivia Dahlberg
Lexi Ellefson

Gavin Feil
Jonathan Hansen

Kira Hegg
Maggie Howe
Joseph Kortan

Colby Krier
Easton Lammers

Christian Larson
Stacia LaVallie
Kameron Liebl
Elizabeth Line
Anna Nelson
Ava Nelson

Keira Paulsen

Grace Perry
Emma Peterson
Braden Radeck

Ellie Retzer
Gabriell Schuetz

Gabriel Schumacher
Cooper Sorby

Marcus Stavenger
Jack Tompkins
Alexa Tweeter
Jayce Walker
Jack Watzke

June Sermon Series: "Shine Jesus' Light."

This spring, Good 
Shepherd had 50+ 
students in 4th Grade 
attend sacrament 
instruction and 
receive their First Holy 
Communion!

July Sermon Series based on the book by Laurie Etta Neill
Rev. Laurie will kick-off our sermon series by preaching on 
Wednesday, July 5, & Sunday, July 9. Meet and greet following 
the service on Wednesday and between services on Sunday.
Scan the QR code to get your copy of the book!
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gs Capital Campaign: On Mission
$800,000 goal for debt reduction & Sanctuary improvements
"You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous 
on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God." (2 Corinthians 9:11)

gsTRUST FUND ENDOWMENT
Love endures. So can your giving.
Weekly giving keeps this place humming.  But what if we had a fund that would allow us to do extraordinary things, 
support our mission in new ways, or keep us technologically savvy.  We do have that fund!  It’s our Trust Fund and planned 
gifts—often made in wills or estate plans—allow our church to thrive in incredible ways. For more information, contact our 
Regional Gift Planner, Rev. Keith Pearson, at Keith.Pearson@elca.org or 612.718.4197. 

Radio Broadcast Sponsorships & Memorials/Honorariums
Honor your loved ones through a memorial or honorarium gift. Look for the purple envelopes 
in the Gathering Space or Church Office. The memorial/honorarium list is sent quarterly 
with contribution reports. For $250, you can cover the cost of a radio broadcast in honor or 
memory of your loved one. Email GoodShep@ktgs.org for more information.

MINISTRY GOALS (a.k.a our budget) In January 2023, 
we also made a 

$200,000
Mortgage 

Principal payment 
with Capital 

Campaign funds.

ON MISSION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
APR 2023 APR 2022 YTD 2023 YTD 2022 Debt Reduction/Sanctuary Improvements

Rev. $   108,629 $   97,418 $  388,274 $    371,271 Goal (by December 2023) $  800,000

Exp. $   105,257 $   91,899 $    411,736 $  356,407 Received (as of April 30, 2023) $    543,375

Net $ 3,372 $ 5,519 ($ 23,462) $ 14,864 Need $   256,625
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Welcome, Baby Wright!
Parker Josephine Wright was born on May 12
Join us in welcoming the newest member of our team, 
Parker Josephine Wright! She is the daughter of our 
Youth Director, Diana, and her husband, Tyler. Parker, 
her fur-brother, Hyzer, and her parents are all doing 
well.  

Staff Members 

Full-Time & Part-Time Staff 
Pastor Mary Suomala Folkerds, Lead Pastor
Pastor Taylor Wilson, Pastor of Worship & Mission
Pastor Meggie Bjertness, Pastor of Adult Faith Formation
Deacon Julie Wilson, Director of Kids Ministry
Linda Bartholome, Congregation Engagement Director
Diana Wright, Youth Director
Ryan Schatz, Technical Director
Stephanie Maier, Marketing Administrator (part-time) 

Contract Staff
Matt Endreson, Choir Director
Tom Hanson, Traditional Worship Accompanist
Casey Bartz, Choir Accompanist
Myrna Hanson, Adult Bell Choir Director
Joe Lindquist, Ring & Sing Director
Joan Engeseth, BeFrienders Coordinator
Kathy Kassenborg, Financial Secretary
Jake Curry, Chef (At Your Service Catering)
Sonja Teigen, Wedding Coordinator
David Wirth & Dave Weidner, Custodians
At Your Service Cleaning, Contract Custodians

gsOFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday, 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Friday, 10:00 am–2:00 pm

New BeFrienders Commissioned in April
BeFrienders is a listening ministry of care at Good Shepherd. Members 
are trained to assist homebound members of our congregation—
they listen, visit, send encouragement, and offer social interaction. 
BeFrienders faithfully walk alongside their BeFriendees during this 
phase of life. Want to be a BeFriender? Know of someone in need of 
a BeFriender? Email GoodShep@ktgs.org or call the Church Office!

BeFrienders commissioned in April (left to right): Linda 
Fiedler, Ann Anderson, Kathy Radeck, JoAnn Pedersen, 
& Brent Seewald-Marquardt (not pictured).
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Happy 70th, Good Shepherd!
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd was started in 1952 by the Home Missions Department 
of the Evangelical Church. Rev. Sanford Sorgen was called as the congregation’s first pastor. 
Services began on March 15, 1953, at Riverside Elementary School, with the first building being 
completed one year later. The official “certificate of incorporation of religious society” was on 
June 15, 1953. Our original church held 300 people, and the congregation quickly outgrew their 
space. The Sanctuary addition was dedicated in October 1967.
 
Groundbreaking for our existing church was in the summer of 2006. A portion of our plot of 
land at 40th Avenue and 28th Street was gifted to Good Shepherd by the Johanson family with 
the “if you build it, they will come" attitude. In 2007, Good Shepherd moved to its new home and 
had its first worship service on June 3! Good Shepherd members embraced the move and were 
hands on with their generous gifts and prayers.

I remember the first wedding that was held at the new Good 
Shepherd in May 2007. It was just a couple of weeks prior to our 
official opening, and 28th Street was still gravel. The drainage 
hadn’t been finished yet, and the church parking lot was 
surrounded by a “moat” due to recent rains. The father of the 
bride had built a driveway to connect the gravel road to the 
parking lot. My friend, Janis Eidsness, and I were driving to the 
wedding and she said, “Pray that we get safely to the church from this narrow gravel road to 
the parking lot!” We arrived safely, and the wedding was beautiful. Our new Good Shepherd 
building had a blessed beginning! ––Karen Skarpness

May God continue to bless our congregation with the ability to bring the Good News to more 
people as we continue to be “ForFargoMoorhead”!

Original church on 6th Street in Moorhead (near Eventide)

Rev. Sanford Sorgen

Hanging the bell at the 
original church––the same 
bell that now hangs in the 
current bell tower.

Groundbreaking of the new church at 4000 28th St S

Church members touring the construction sitePlacing the beams for the Sanctuary
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In July 2022, Good Shepherd welcomed Rev. Meggie Bjertness, 
Pastor of Adult Faith Formation, to serve with our Lead Pastor, 
Rev. Mary Suomala Folkerds, and Rev. Taylor Wilson, Pastor of 
Worship and Mission.Good Shepherd 25th Anniversary Celebration in 1978.

Good Shepherd 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2003. Pictured 
from left to right are Rev. James Bergquist, Rev. Larry Vigen, Rev. 
Tom Holtey, Rev. Robert Anderson, Rev. Shauna Hannan, Rev. 
Elwood Rieke, and Rev. Dan Megorden.

Former Good Shepherd Staff pictured from left to right are  
back row: Barb Spilde and Sheila Blixt; middle row: Rev. Patty 
Larson, Kara Skatrud, Ed Oberlander, Rev. Gerrit Van Hunnik, 
Judy Sanders, Kathleen Lingen, and Rev. James Bergquist; and 
front row: Peter Connelly. Not pictured, Janis Eidsness.



We Are Hiring!
Part-time Finance Administrator
The Finance Administrator is a detail-oriented, 
experienced financial professional responsible 
for compiling financial data, HR activities, and 
coordinating with outsourced financial services 
vendor to ensure financial decisions are in line 
with Good Shepherd’s Mission to gather joyfully, 
grow spiritually, and go faithfully, so that all may 
know the Good Shepherd and have abundant life 
in His name. The Finance Administrator works 
with the congregation’s accounting firm to 
ensure integrity of Good Shepherd’s financial operations and maintains internal controls following the financial 
policies and procedures of The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.

If you or someone you know would be a good fit for this position, the job description is available at  
KnowTheGoodShepherd.org/employment. Qualified applicants may apply by emailing a cover letter and 
résumé to PastorMary@ktgs.org. 

4000 28th St S | Moorhead, MN 56560

218.233.4980 | GoodShep@ktgs.org
gsMoorhead.org | @GSMoorhead  |  #FORFargoMoorhead
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