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Baptisms
Celebrating

 h Ryker James Yarber, 1-10-21
 h Violet Hope Lystad, 1-16-21
 h Emersyn June Abrahamson, 

2-28-21
 h Brawley Jud Bryant, 3-7-21
 h Camden Allen Gary, 3-27-21
 h Evelyn Marie Monson, 4-10-21
 h Everly Diane Hegg, 4-10-21
 h Clara Marie Rogness, 4-25-21
 h Bria Orae Ellingworth, 5-1-21
 h Daler Steven Severson, 5-1-21
 h Jackson Tyler Kunkel, 5-2-21
 h Rielle James Narum, 5-9-21
 h Isabel Louise Roethel, 5-16-21
 h Lincoln Rodney Brakke, 5-22-21
 h Havanna Cecilia Hagen, 5-23-21
 h Harrison Floyd Hampton, 5-23-21
 h Kira Irene Rousar, 5-30-21
 h Makenzie Ruth Elhard, 7-18-21
 h Gemma Lillian Klev, 7-18-21
 h Mereleigh Rose Anderson-

Foshag, 7-25-21
 h Walker Lee Foshag, 7-25-21
 h Margaret Adeline Schille, 7-25-21
 h Meredith Tamara Andreasen, 

8-14-21
 h Benno Reed Rausch, 8-15-21
 h Peter Christian Rausch, 8-15-21
 h Blakely Marie Christensen,    

8-22-21
 h Skylar Sue Moen-Morris, 9-5-21
 h Wells Jenson Musielewicz, 9-19-21
 h Lincoln Rodney Cannizzaro, 

9-19-21
 h Oliver John Cannizzaro, 9-19-21
 h Berkeley Jo Bashor, 10-3-21
 h Eve Tyler Berg, 10-3-21
 h Ivy Dale Lassila, 10-3-21
 h Delilah Hagelstrom, 10-3-21
 h Kiara Hagelstrom, 10-3-21
 h Serenity Hagelstrom, 10-3-21
 h Vivian Hagelstrom, 10-3-21
 h Maya Elizabeth Alt, 10-9-21

 h Nils Henrik Gylland, 10-9-21
 h Grayson Wylie Wisnewski,         

10-17-21
 h Cason Madix Kainz, 10-31-21
 h Kinsley Marie Dumke, 11-7-21
 h Cameron Ross Ferguson, 11-7-21
 h Pierce Riddle Bryant, 11-10-21
 h Everly Ann Sorum, 11-21-21
 h Anderson Paul Hogan, 11-21-21
 h Landry Dean Skjonsby, 11-21-21
 h Brynlee Laura Strautz, 11-21-21
 h Sutter Soren Altenbernd, 11-28-21
 h Lauryn Elizabeth Sorensen,        

11-28-21
 h Taiton Thomas Dosch, 12-5-21
 h Elijah Kingdon Fike, 12-5-21
 h Claire Louise Weber, 12-5-21
 h Heath Thomas Spieker Ferden, 

12-12-21
 h Kinsley Jane Nord, 12-19-21

Departed Saints
Remembering

 h Marilyn McClaflin
 h Laurell Nelson
 h Tammy Krause
 h Dorothy Sanders
 h Ryker French
 h Mardrie Fladgard
 h Jean Johnson
 h Birdie Grafsgaard
 h Craig Fiedler
 h Paul Eidbo
 h Lillian Likness
 h LaVerne Johnson (passed in 

2020, celebration of life in 2021)
 h Howard Wergeland
 h Ann Ellenson
 h Marj Froemke
 h Linda Kemp
 h Lonna Lemke
 h Robert Sahr
 h Elsie Foss

New Members
Welcoming
Received January & February 2021

 © Karl-Heinz Mertins
 © Brittany and Matt Alexander, 

Hanna, Hattie
 © Loree and Dan Alverson
 © Shannon and Jeff Beauchamp, 

Lexi
 © Tina and Rob Bentz, Ivy
 © Rick and Gracia Dekarske, Orion
 © Carol Hvidsten
 © Kevin and Amber Martin, Casey, 

Laney
 © Lisa McDonald
 © Corey and Nicole Schille, Abby
 © Vern and Linda Tiede

Received October 2021
 © Samantha Bestland, Ryder and 

Rayce
 © Arley and Sharon Beitelsbacher
 © Sarah Davis
 © Harry and Carol Halvorson
 © Cheryl Klev
 © Peri Lapp
 © Linda Mandsager
 © Richard and Linda Olson
 © Christian Rausch and Kaitlin 

Fike, Devin, Peter, and Benno
 © Linda Rippy
 © Linda Rundquist
 © David Somdahl
 © Dianne Stenso

 
Received December 2020

 © Bryce and Alissa Fike, Brooklyn, 
Ella, Delilah, and Elijah

 © Justin and Amanda Lynnes, 
Haisley

 © Matt and Kristen Hogan, Henrik, 
Anderson

 © David and Beverly Melgaard
 © Katie Query and Charlotte 

Holland
 © Sharon Query
 © Christine Royal
 © Shannon Schmitz
 © Lucas and Anne Stram, Oliver, 

Amelia, Eden
 © Christopher and Andrea Strautz, 

Cailin, Brennan, Brynlee
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Minutes: Annual Congregational Meeting
January 31, 2021 | 9:30 am
Call to Order: Having established a quorum President Joan 
Engeseth called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Opening Devotions were given by Rev. Dan Forsberg.

Approval of the Agenda: Jim Lizakowski made a motion to 
approve the agenda as written. Denis Johnson seconded 
the motion. The motion carried.

Approval of the Minutes of last Annual Meeting on January 
26, 2020: Renee Lentz made a motion that was seconded 
by Matt Halloway to approve the minutes of the last annual 
meeting held January 26, 2020. Minutes were approved.

Approval of Special Congregational Meeting Minutes: 
Emily Gess made a motion, seconded by Frank Svezia, to 
approve the minutes of the following meeting:

• Special Congregational Meeting: November 22, 
2020 to amend our constitution to include holding 
meetings by remote communication. Special 
meeting minutes were approved.

Report of the President: President Joan Engeseth quoted 
Charles Dickens: “It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times…” as she noted the challenges of 2020 and the 
privilege it was to serve as Good Shepherd’s president. She 
acknowledged that LCGS actually thrived this past year due 
to the exemplary work of the staff, and the dedication of 
council and church members.

Reports of the Pastors: LCGS’s pastors summarized their 
annual reports highlighting the importance of good 
communication, careful discernment of ways to be the 
light and love of Christ, and the many reasons we have to 
celebrate the past year of ministry.

2020 Financial Report: Joe Braun highlighted the impact 
of a year of change and forward thinking on the church 
finances. LCGS ended 2020 with a surplus and a 9.8% 
increase in envelope giving. Consistent and recurring giving 
was significant to meeting the 2020 budget.

Presentation and Adoption of 2021 Budget: Joe Braun 
presented the 2021 Budget. He shared 3 important 
components in the proposed budget. 1) The budget was 

prepared using a hybrid model. 2) The budget is based on 
a 7.9% increase in envelope giving. 3) An 8.3% increase for 
benefits/salaries reflect the high level of volatility in labor/
labor costs. Vi Deilke made a motion to adopt the 2021 
Budget. The motion was seconded by Mark Rice. The 2021 
Budget was approved.

Elections: Katherine Halvorson, past president, presented 
a ballot of nominees for council and non-council positions. 
Hearing no additions to the ballot, President Joan Engeseth 
called for Pastor Mary Suomala Folkerds to review voting 
protocol. To comply with constitutional regulations, ballots 
will be mailed Monday, February 1, 2021 to each member 
present in the virtual meeting for written approval. These 
ballots can be returned via mail or brought to the church 
office.

New Business:
Recognition of Outgoing Council Members: Pastor Mary 
recognized outgoing council members: Past President, 
Katherine Halvorson; Treasurer, Joe Braun, Spiritual Life 
Council representative, Denette Narum; and Secretary, Lisa 
Sjoberg. 

Adjournment: There being no other business, Joe Braun 
made a motion, seconded by Beth VanderLinden, to adjourn 
the meeting. Motion carried and the meeting closed at 10:32 
am with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharon Nelson, Acting Council Secretary 

Addendum:
The tabulation of returned ballots for council and non-
council positions resulted in the election of the following 
Council Officers and Committee Members for 2020:

 © Matthew Hallaway, President
 © Tom Staiger, Vice President
 © Joan Engeseth, Past President
 © Karl-Heinz Mertins, Treasurer
 © Mackenzie Tadych, Secretary
 © Mark Rice, Family Life
 © Angie Hegg, Family Life
 © Dan Altenbernd, Spiritual Growth
 © Frank Svezia, Outreach
 © Jerry Bjelde, Administration

Sundogs Over Good Shepherd





26 | Annual Report 2021 | Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd | Moorhead, MN | KnowTheGoodShepherd.org 

      








